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Towwson MWatch Company
founders George Thomas and
Hartwig Balke

With pieces designed, prototyped
and assembled in Towson, Maryland,
Towson Watch Company seeks to
regain America’s watchmaking glory




artwig Balke is wvery

clear when describing

what sets his firm, Tow-
son Watch Company, apart from
many other American watch-
making operations.

“We make our own proto-
types with a CNC machine we
have in-house,” he says, refer-
ring to TWC's ability to machine
its own case designs before con-
tracting a competent European
production team. “We then take
all the European-made compo-
nents of the watch—case, dial;
hands, strap and, of course, the
maovement—and assemble them
in Maryland.”

The distinction Balke alludes

_ to is one of simple merchandising
:;J_.I_, VErsLS m:tu.'ll 1n;li‘:1|fllcruri|‘:g. i‘lm,']
i goes to the core what is (by today's
standards) a seldom-pondered
question: What exactly defines
an American watch!

It's a difficult question, com-
]fii-.'.ler by the fact that there
I5 110 Z\lt'i":l 1|'I|5':L' Ax A L'l.'l'l'l|'.'f[]]"'|.""'
Idry .'5';[]1L'|'!L..;|'|'|'T]liltiL' |||.L"|.|:|.<:f.|.i.|.i|.|
wartch movement.

P‘H:l”{(" ;l!'hE .l'li.\ |.'|||‘.‘1i.['|'i_".\'.\' P.!l'r[l{"T,
Georpe Thomas, ace epr this fact;
||:li."!. have little choice. But ||"I.L"'!.'
aim to create watches thar recall
the glory days of nineteenth-cen-
LLry .'I!'I.l'l'll'l—ll.'.ll'l |'I|.""|'l.'||\.'lj_:'l.' |:"I| '|'|'|.|.|'L'-"
l["._‘_: b o {L"‘l‘l L'l.'l!'l'l]"]'l.'ll'l'll‘\L"'\- i |:1'.'|.‘:‘\].|"|L"
when it comes to their ULS.-hased
|'|'|.'Ir'l.l|1'..!-i_'r|'|r'i'|'|[__r ["ri HoERS.

America’s 'n.'l.'.llL']'I ”:Ixi”.“'r]"'.' CAn

be divided basically into three seg-
ments: firms that found their way
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into comperent Swiss
|'Ii|'|'|i]"- .!r'l.l.l :'l'll.'l'-.'l.'l.] ACTUSS []'Il' ."xl.r-
|.=['||!l |._E_|..H|.]'|||'§1[| .i[lLl H.lli Il':'i;"l.“".}'l.
which sell well in the American
market, come to mind), firms that
lost their American associations
.|||\'lf_:L‘|.|'IL']'|:'II'N-1I|:."r |.|.|:|:'|.-.|.|||.1 [..I "]"L":\:.l'l'll'l"]'-'.
1|"|']:I'|'.. |"| i" fior current E". [l];l'l'l:\i'!L‘Ll
in the United Srates), and firms
||"|-ir CArTYy Ot 1.”'|L' .!"w\;{_'lnl‘l':,' |.|'IL]
finishing here in America (TWC,
."\jl.'||||i][|.|i 1":{"’.”1 |:l ;|'|]i] E“L“l'l]]h':.'[‘n';‘l'
nia-based RGM are well-known
ux:nn]'-h*.»’.l.

This last SCOMCnt l.'IH!'I:"Ti.\i'.\ a
handful of firms that sprang up in
the last twenty years as a uniquely

The Choptank

American contribution to the on-

Hinng renalssance 1'|r. I |'IL' |li|.'|.'!|‘..ir'||-"
L.;l] 'ﬂ'il:L']:l. R..h.]ll.'l' ['5'.|5:I'LE" I]:hir ST~
ply went our of business live on
through extant caches of old-stock
MOovVeIments .||1l| ||:||".'||.J_!|:| [!'Il."'l.](“l'l'l
]"T\li:llltri.'i']] '\'I.'n“tl'li"‘i i[l"\-J"ﬂ't'i:l |"‘.'

classic American designs. =
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New pieces
One such piece recently developed
by TWC is the Bay Pilot, a 42
ITHIT [f'l.l['.ll.ll"‘."."nfll.l |||.|"'||‘|L' o El'_'lll

Watch '..'n||||;':=|:1x'. a famous Mid-

western firm with roots in postbel-
lum Hlingis. Though Elgin no lon-
ger exists, its strong position in the
annals of American watchmaking
was sufficient impertus for Balke,

'|".':: 1 .-?I|.."-l. ) SETVES A5 ‘.E'.x' |"I'.'.I'I|.]IN L |'I'il.':.

designer, to create a piece with aes-
thetic roots in the tradition of the
.""'|1'I'IL']";'.' 1] ".'I.'i'ITx'I:'. :'I'I.’:5';[|1Ii'll.'r|.l'|"|.'f.-

he Bay Pilot's numerals and chap-
ter ring bear the strongest similarity
tar an Elein watch; other characrer-
istics, such as the crown, case and
bracelet, are modern touches that
unite the present with the past.
The watch's luminous white hands
and numerals contrast well with
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the black dial, providing optimal
legibility day or night. Inside the
\I.Ii1'||l."-\- "-'~[l.".'| Case |1-.'.|:'~ a ]F-’:l"-.‘n'l"l
11 ||'I|.J.:.|."'I‘| |'|'I'.i. movement, '\'A.']'I]Lh Is
'\'ihl]"lk‘ |||.J| "l]_!_'l'l 1 L‘:‘tEHl"‘” 1OT CHaSe-
back. Both versions (alligator strap
.|'|'hi. a0 1i|||t“~.\ .alﬂ" |‘|' (4 L']l't‘j Are see-
cured with a TWC-engraved fold-
i['l!_I L |.¥"[' ""L |-!|.!_'|.' CIUMATY CI 'Zl‘lL"'\-
easy winding.

Many of TWCs larest models
.||=.l|xi-;.' [0 1CONSs of I]u- L :]11.“ '.|"L‘.|Ll.'
Bay region, the company's home,
Une such new release, the Chop-
tank, takes its name from the
':..hi'lévl i:f'll'\' [{I.IIIL-T., 'L".'l'l!-l.'l'l l"l'llF":ll':\
1Mo rlu- L .I]IL'ZHIE'L‘.ILQ'.". ]}‘-illl‘il' Y5
that he has especially high hopes
I:i'lr ||'Ir"- ||i||l]l_'| If"L'l'i'I'.l‘“_' |"IL' i\ ]‘ZlT-
I['..!hlll.“.lll. |."::|.'.|:\'L'L|. '\.'l.'|1|'l ||.|".' CXCCL -
Lo xll. I|1l_' w.urL']a'1 case .IHJ I.]1.||.

A ronneau-shaped chronograph

".'l."i||:I TR ["E';.I\L‘, Ll.'i'-.', \l.]r.l.' .I'I'Ii.l

month, the Choptank is embel-
lished with |-'l'|L':;:|IL‘|'."E‘§.]L' blued
hands for hours, minures and sec-
onds, and is secured o the wrist
with an elegant blue lizard leather,
H.!LL 05l I'lL]'l |1' '.Il.i'.t'[ or H:IL |-. l[-
ligator strap. Two dial colors are
available: copper or silver. The
Choptank’s stainless steel case,
with a Soprod-modified ETA
Valjoux 7751 chronograph move-
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ment beating inside, measures 40
mimn x {{ Imin. ]E I5 Water resistant
to 530 meters with '\.IE‘E"hiFL' crystals
found on the frone and the back.

The Potomac 'L‘"llf“l"_‘\' re-
leased over a year ago with a sil-
ver-colored dial and named for
one of America's most famous
rivers, is this year joined with a
black-dial version. The watch's
“innards” and 42 mm case are
essentially the same as the Bay
Pilat's, but the dial is different,
more classical, more subdued,
less sporty. Rather than photolu-
minescent hands and numerals,
this piece has gold-plated cathe-
dral hands and gold-plated nu-
merals. A see-through caseback
shows off the decorared Unitas
6498 movement, wound easily

via an onion crown.
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dile leather straps, black for the

|"|.|L'|'C'|.||.'I|l'l] VIET=10T .'I'l'll.l |"'|'l.'l'|.‘|'|'l
|l.'|| |I:|.L" hl]'-.'L':"'.i'..llL‘l.l VTS0, T]'IL“'.
are secured with deployant clasps.

"J.II..” r] Iree 11 |.il'-:'- feature a S1E-
the TWC crest
I :L'\l. ".'A.'ll“i' ||1]l| |"|.|.|L'. ][ i"\- -
tended to convey more than just

nature :-l': IlIi'I"-]'I

patriotic hues. Viewed in the ver-
tical position, the letters T W and
C (Towson Watch Company) are
clearly visible in blue. The T also
sienifies Georee Thomas, the last
name of the brand's cofounder.
Rotat Ing |1 he watch on its \h]l.‘.
I|h‘ |1". Ler Pl ]‘L‘x OTIES \'le|‘]x', |.¢ 1}
Hartwig Balke.
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